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Adaptation and the Process of Assimilation in Chicago 
Graphic Organizer: Exploring Assimilation through Primary Sources 

 
Examine each primary source and answer the questions in the chart below.  

 “I Discover Hull-House” by Hilda S. 
Polacheck 

“Chicago’s Urban League Offers 
Assistance to Southern Migrants” 

Excerpt from “How It Feels to Be a 
Problem...” by Gino C. Speranza 

 
What is the purpose of 
this text?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
What is the main idea 
of this text?  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
How does the 
information in this text 
relate to the topic of 
assimilation? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
What insights about the 
costs and benefits of 
assimilation have you 
gained from this text? 
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